
Dear parishioners of  Saint Paul’s Parish in Musaffah,
On the Feast of  the Conversion of  Saint Paul, January 
25, “The Voice” of  St. Paul’s Catholic Church, will start. 
It is an electronic monthly bulletin, helping you to get 
more familiar with the life of  the Parish and to let inspire 
your faith. Saint Paul used to send letters to the Christian 
communities which he had founded. Many of  them are 
now part of  the New Testament. Others most probably 
were lost. It was his way to remain in touch with his brothers 
and sisters who had come to faith only a few years before. 
He strengthened them in their trials, nourished them with 
his wisdom, and corrected them in his fatherly love and 
concern. May the newsletter serve a similar purpose. I 
congratulate you on this initiative and send you my blessings.

Bishop Paul Hinder OFM Cap.
Apostolic Vicar of  Southern Arabia

Message from Fr. Paul Koenig OFM Cap., 
Capuchin Custos of  Arabia
It is with great joy today that I write to you on the inauguration of  the Voice of  St. Paul’s 
Catholic Church, in honor of  the patron of  our Church. Saint Paul’s letters were the first New 
Testament books to be written, and so we are privileged to publish this 
electronic version of  his words of  wisdom for our parishioners 
and all those who may be interested..Since we are beginning our 
Lenten Season, the Church asks us through Jesus to “Repent 
and believe in the Gospel!” As we embrace this season of  
Lent, I hope you read the postings on this “The Voice” of  St. 
Paul’s Catholic Church” to help you delve more deeply into 
the Lenten Season and prepare yourselves to celebrate the 
Lord’s resurrection once again. As our patron says to us: “This 
is our accepted time! This is our Salvation” (2 Cor 6:2)

Message from our Fr. Ani Xavier OFM Cap., 
Parish Priest
Beloved parishioners of  St. Paul’s Church, Musaffah, loved by God and called to be His holy 

people: “I greet you with the grace and peace from God our Father and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 1:7). 

Church Events
Jan 25 :  Feast of  Conversion of  St. Paul 
Jan 26 :  Feast of  St. Sebastian
Jan 28 : Thanksgiving Mass by
 Fr. Biju Varghese
Jan 30 :  Anniversary of  The Episcopal 
 Ordination of  Bishop Paul  
 Hinder
Feb 02 :  Feast of  Blessed Devasahayam 
 Pillai
Feb 02 :  The Presentation Of  The Lord
Feb 2-3 : Christian Formation Conference 
 in St. Mary’s Church, Dubai (No 
 Catechism)
Feb 09 :  Family Fest 2018 (No Catechism)
Feb 11 :  Feast of  Our Lady of  Lourdes
Feb 11-16: Malayalam Retreat Fr. Jose  
  Maniparambil
Feb 14 :  Ash Wednesday
Feb 20 :  Anniversary of  the Priestly 
 Ordination of  Fr. Ani Xavier  
Feb 22 :  Feast of  Chair of  St. Peter, The 
 Apostle 
Feb 22  - Mar 1: English Retreat
 Fr. Augustine Vallooran

Our Church

St. Paul’s Catholic Church is located in the 
heart of  Musaffah Industrial Area. The 
foundation for the church was laid on 29 
June 2013 by H.E. Bishop Paul Hinder.  The 
Church was inaugurated on 11 June 2015 
by H.H. Sheikh Nahyan Bin Mubarak Al 
Nahyan and solemnly blessed the following 
day by Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Secretary 
of  State of  The Vatican.  On 14 June 2015 
Bishop Paul established St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church, Musaffah as an independent 
parish and appointed Fr. Ani Xavier OFM 
Cap., as its first Parish Priest.  The Church 
complex consists of  our Church with a 
seating capacity of  1,500 people and a 
three storey building with an auditorium, 
offices and residences for priests and staff. 
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May God bless all of  you during this Holy Lenten Season and may 
you use this means of  communication to help you enrich your spiritual 
life.

In this new year, I wish our parishioners a year of  abundant grace 
and I sincerely hope that this initiative will help us follow the steps of  

I am very happy to reach out to you all through this newsletter. 
The purpose of  this newsletter will be to help us grow together 
in the Catholic Christian faith through the sharing of  uplifting 
`v`messages of  Pauline spirituality, communication of  major 
events hosted by our Parish and creating a forum for our 
parishioners to contribute in faith sharing. 



The Life of  St. Paul, A Missionary with Vision of  Christ
by Vijayan A

St. Paul was born a Jew but a Roman citizen as well, in the city of  Tarsus in Cilicia (now in 
Southern Turkey). He belonged to the Israeli tribe of  Benjamin. He studied under Gamaliel, 
educated strictly in the Jewish ancestral law and was a Pharisee. He learnt the books of  Torah 
in all its detail and was an ardent Jew.It was common for a Jew who was also a Roman citizen 
to have two names, hence Saul being his Jewish name and Paul, his Roman name.  
  The introduction of  St. Paul in the Bible is noted in the Book of  Acts of  the 
Apostles, wherein, he was witness to the martyrdom of  St. Stephen.  As a staunch 
Jew, in his early 30s, Saul persecuted those who believed in Christ. “Saul was 
ravaging the church by entering house after house; dragging off  both men 
and women, he committed them to prison.” (Acts 8:3)
   The seed of  conversion was sown in him en route from Jerusalem to 
Damascus on a mission to murder the disciples of  the Lord, when Jesus 
appeared to him by way of  a great light that struck him blind. After three 
days his sight was restored by Ananias of  Damascus at the instruction and 
power of  Jesus. He was baptized and was filled with the Holy Spirit.
   The remaining life of  St. Paul was dedicated to Jesus and His mission. He 
travelled by land and sea, over 10,000 miles, through Asia Minor, Greece, 
Cyprus, Macedonia and many more. In 2 Corinthians 11:24-27, we read the 
hardships he faced in his travels, including shipwreck, dangers from rivers, from robbers, 
in the city and wilderness. He was stoned, beaten with rods, imprisoned and received lashes 
from Jews. He suffered for his Master and imitated the suffering of  Christ. He was martyred 
in Rome under the rule of  Nero.
   The conversion of  St. Paul is an invite for each of  us to encounter Christ Personally. “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

The Lenten Journey
As we enter this Lenten season of  
reconciliation, let us be remined of  the 
words in Joel 2:12-13, “even now, says the 
Lord, return to me with all your heart, with 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
rend your hearts and not your clothing”
  The most important of  all the Liturgical 
seasons, Lent, is a new beginning, a path 
leading to the certain goal of  Easter, 
Christ’s victory over death. During Lent 
we deepen our spiritual life through the 
ways suggested by the Church; practicing 
self-discipline and fasting, reflecting on the 
scripture through prayer and alms giving. 
This helps us to distance ourselves from 
sin, increase our dependence on God, 
renew our baptismal vows and prepare 
ourselves to receive His grace. 
 As children of  God, we are called to 
conversion during this season; to return 
to Him with all our heart and to grow in 
friendship with the Lord.  

Blessings From ...

Left to Right : Fr. Eugene Mattioli OFM Cap., Fr. Mathew Fernandes, Fr. Varghese Kozhippadan OFM Cap.,  Fr. Abraham 
Thyparambil, Fr. Biju Varghese.

Editorial Team

Left to Right: Fr. Ani Xavier OFM Cap., Suresh Saldanha, Shital Mohan, Jerry Gomez, Shibu Thomas, Dina Branes, Jean Zibbin
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Our Sincere Thanks  for Your  
Dedicated Service

Fr. Ashok Gonsalves OFM Cap. and
Fr. John Padinjakara OFM Cap.

Annual Retreats

Annual retreat in Malayalam by Fr. Jose 
Maniparambil on Feb 11 - 16 

Annual retreat in English by Fr. Augustine 
Vallooran on Feb 22 - Mar 1


